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East/Middle/West Tennessee?East/Middle/West Tennessee?

Which are you?Which are you?



streaming images of Nashville Memphisstreaming images of Nashville, Memphis, 
Chattanooga, Knoxville 

































streaming images of rural Tennessee – horsestreaming images of rural Tennessee horse 
farms, agricultural fields, rolling meadows, 
mountains rivers streams forests swamps etcmountains, rivers, streams, forests, swamps, etc. 
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Flickr.com open fieldsFlickr.com open fields
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Flickr.com rolling hillsFlickr.com rolling hills



streaming images of strip development cookiestreaming images of strip development, cookie 
cutter neighborhoods, snout houses, sprawl, etc. 
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Case Studies



South Burlington, Vermont



Downtown 
BurlingtonBurlington

Lake 
Champlain

South
Village





Protected Protected 
ViewshedViewshed

WetlandWetland

300’ Buffer300’ Buffer



Organic FarmOrganic Farm Wetland & Wetland & 
Wildlife CorridorWildlife Corridor

VillageVillage
CenterCenter





Collier County, Fla.









Central California













Home to Tennessee



Dyersburg













Hernando West







Master Plan











Bolivar













Presentation to the GovernorPresentation to the Governor
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Hardeman County



Hardeman County



Hardeman County Facts

Population Growth StagnantPopulation Growth
Commuters 

Unemployment

Stagnant
Twice more leave than come
Highest of 9 countiesUnemployment

P i i

Highest of  9 counties
Twice state average
65% f TN 58% f USPer capita income

Poverty
65% of  TN, 58% of  US ave.
20% below, 1½ times state ave.

Graduation 65% complete High School
7% earn Bachelors

House values 65% of  state average



Wide-ranging Initiatives

Hatchie River
Lake SilertonLake Silerton
Downtown Bolivar
County Airport
Davis Bridge Battlefield
Highway By PassesHighway By-Passes
East Bolivar
Criminal Justice Center
Farmers Market
Historic DistrictsHistoric Districts
WMHI
Museums
Boys & Girls Club
State LandState Land
Courthouse Square Revitalization
Industrial Park
Regional Community Center
Broadband/WiFiBroadband/WiFi
Upscale Hotel



The Hatchie River



Lake Silerton



Lake Silerton



Bolivar Downtown Master Plan



Bolivar Downtown Master Plan



Bolivar Farmers Market



Courthouse Square Revitalization Act



Highway By-Passes



Highway By-Passes



Highway By-Passes



Striking Balance













Rural Stewardshipp



Test Case for Rural Stewardship



Why Rural Stewardship

Preserve and Enhance Quality of LifePreserve and Enhance Quality of Life
Ecological Responsibility
Attraction and Retention of TalentAttraction and Retention of Talent
Competitive Edge
N i l A iNational Attention
Leave a Legacy



Rural Stewardship

Patterns, Use and Form
P f D l L d UPatterns of Development Land Use
Good Forms Bringing together Residential and Commercial
Streets and Roads Crossroads to Towns to Cities

Homes, Jobs, Agriculture and Nature
Farmland and Farmers Appropriate Development for Towns and HighwaysFarmland and Farmers Appropriate Development for Towns and Highways
Housing for All

Ecology and Environment/Heritage and Cultural Assets
Wildlife and Habitat Conservation Water Quality
Greenways and Buffers Open Space DesignGreenways and Buffers Open Space Design

Leadership
Incentives & Regulations Staffing
Understanding Toolbox



Guiding Principles of Rural Stewardship

1. Rural towns are nonrenewable resources – protect and improve them.  
2. Rediscovering the distinctive and unique attributes is fundamental to 

the future of rural towns.
3. The protection of the natural and agricultural environment is 

indispensable.  p
4. Future development must respect the traditional forms of buildings, 

streets & roads, mixture of uses, and patterns of development.
5. Strong downtown cores make for strong rural towns.
6. Personal experiences, housing, and recreation must exist for people of all 

ages and incomes.  
7. Your own local experts – leaders and citizens – must be engaged in this 

process, and they are on your own Main Street today.p , y y y
8. Rural towns need a toolbox to find their own planning answers No rural 

town’s future is preordained.
9. Rural towns find strength in numbers and lessons from target towns.
10 S i l S d hi ill l i h ifi d l d hi d10. Success in Rural Stewardship will come only with unified leadership and 

creation of incentive-based programs.
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